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GREETINGS FROM MOTHER GABRIELLA
What is the joy of life in Communion? What does it mean “being

as Communion” in general and in the monastic life in particular?

Monastic life remains to this day, something of a mystery, some-
thing strange, bizarre, still raising the question: what is it good for?
Or why would anyone live this way? It is for the love of God that
we chose to live like this!

As human beings, we live and exist only as much as we love:
love our fellow man, the entire created world around us and God.
Fr. Sophrony of Essex says that our knowledge of God is measured
by our love for Him. If we are serious about our spiritual life, we
need to start with redirecting our focus and concerns from I, ME and
MINE to the other. Not my will, but Thy will, which in everyday life
translates, that we live for our brothers and sisters, for our neigh-
bors, for our fellow man. We must have always before our eyes “the
other”, to be able to say what many of the saints have said: my broth-
er is my salvation, my brother is my life. This is the focus of anyone
living either as a hermit or in a monastic community. It should be
everyone’s focus. This is the reason that gives meaning to life!

As I watched the surface of the water on the ponds in early morn-
ing, I could not see clearly what was moving under the water, but [
could see the ripples formed on the surface caused by the movement
under the surface, some were bigger, and some were smaller. It re-
minded me of the work of the Holy Spirit in ourselves, of the effect
of the prayer of the monastics, that we may or may not be aware of.
We don’t always see them at prayer, but we experience the effects.

It is in the early hours of the day —even before the birds start
their morning song of praise— that prayer takes another dimension.
As the “Lord have mercy”- follows the petitions on behalf of so
many who ask for prayers, one lives in communion with those one
prays for, participating in their joys and sorrows, by identifying with
their needs, their pain, their tears, the fears of the young and old.
Many are remembered by name and many only God knows their
names and needs. But at the moment of prayer, in the stillness of the
night, is when we can become so much more aware of the commu-
nion of the saints.

Only by offering of ourselves we experience the true meaning
of life!
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Man’s Drama and His Salvation

“Lord, save me!”

The gospel passage that was read refers to what happened when the
Lord walked on water and called St Peter to walk on it as well since he had
asked to be able to. And in fact, St Peter also walked on the water.

In the fourth watch of the night, meaning daybreak, the disciples wit-
nessed Christ walking on the water of the sea. And when the disciples saw
Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, ‘It is a ghost!” And
they cried out for fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘Be
of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.’The disciples thought they were
seeing a ghost, and the Lord, recognizing their fear, heard their cries and
said: “It is I. Do not be afraid.” And St Peter being the impulsive one that
he is, even here he replied: “If it is really You, Lord, give the command for
me to draw near you by walking on the surface of the waters.” So, He said,
“Come.” Christ gave him the command and St Peter got out of the boat;
walking on the waters, he went toward Christ.

But when he saw the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and begin-
ning to sink he cried out, saying, ‘Lord, save me!” (Matt 14:30). On the
one hand he put his trust in Christ’s word and he himself also walked on
the waters as did the Lord. On the other hand, as a weak person, given
that he has experience of nature—he knows what the winds can cause
and what damage a storm can inflict—he then directed his attention to the
wind, ceased to focus on Christ and thus began to sink. Therefore, he cried
aloud, Lord save me. Christ immediately grabbed him by the hand, but at
the same time He challenged him saying: O you of little faith, why did you
doubt? (Matt 14-31).

This incident summarizes man’s drama and his salvation. The essence
of the matter is just how much desire we have to come to understand things
exactly as the Lord intends us to know them and how much desire we have
to accept things as the Lord wishes us to accept them. We are not all in
order simply by being Christians, and good Christians at that, by going to
Church regularly and keeping the typical duties of a Christian superficial-
ly. The reality is that we are not Christians as God intends us to be, as we
ought to be.

In the case of the Apostle Peter, we see that at the very moment he
denies himself—he does not destroy himself, he simply detaches himself
from himself, and it is as if at this time it is Christ alone Who exists for
him—he leaves himself entirely to Christ by showing trust in the com-
mand He gives; and then he walks on the water exactly as Christ did. He
walks on the water as if he were not a normal man—one who, due to the
natural effects of gravity, would have sunk below the waves.
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This same St Peter, not on the next day or after a few moments but at
the exact same time, begins to sink; the very same St Peter. As the Evan-
gelist points out, but when he saw the wind was boisterous, he was afraid;
having forgotten Christ, he returns to himself. This is the chief cause of
fear, fear that he will drown; and he begins to sink. At this point let us re-
call that some people not only talk about things but also suffer from them.
Fearing that they will get sick, they get sick. Fearing that something else
may happen, it happens. In other words, in this case, it is as if a person is
asking for this illness, or for any other sort of misfortune. In this instance,
it is as if St Peter himself wishes to sink. I said before that herein lays the
great mystery of man’s tragedy and drama, which includes the totality of
man’s misfortune but also his salvation.

I have deified myself

As we have said many times, man’s chief sin is that he deifies himself.
He ceases to have God as God, irrespective of the fact that he may recite
the Creed or Our Father, praying to God and asking for help. His whole
soul functions in such a way that the self has become a god. Since man
has himself as god without the self being god, what is to occur? All evil
will erupt, all misfortune will take place: man will sink within himself and
drown there.

In today’s age, as I see it, it is impossible to remove from man this de-
ranged thinking of self deification. This being the case, how is it possible
for people to come to understand what God wishes to say? How is one to
come to know how to follow Christ, how to live the life in Christ, how to
live according to Christ’s will, according to Christ’s commandments; how
is one ultimately to have Christ within him and how will he be united to
Christ so that the life of Christ can be infused in him? How can the wretch-
ed contemporary come to realize this?

Who has the good intentions to realize, to appreciate, to accept, and to
confess: “This has been my sin up to this day, that I have deified myself. I
took counsel of myself; I did whatever I wanted to do”? This applies even
to a person’s religious obligations, because we perform even them just as
we wish.You may go to confession and confess as it pleases you but not
God. You may go to receive Holy Communion, but in a way that pleases
you and not as God would have wanted. You may even do your prayers,
doing them in a manner to please yourself, but not in a way God would
have wanted. The proof—if you question such a thing—is that in the end,
Christ is not united with you, you are not united with Christ, Christ is not
in you, and Christ’s life is not within you. Ultimately you have not found
God’s joy, and in the end you are not a true Christian.

We often say: Isn’t the same God at work? Isn’t the Holy Spirit present
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now? Isn’t it the same Lord? Isn’t it the same Church and the same sac-
raments even now? Why don’t these things benefit us? Our soul has not
been sanctified and our soul doesn’t acquire release from the bonds of sin.
Christ does not enter us to the point where we can recognize that Christ is
with us as reflected in our lives—but we are also miserable. We are Chris-
tians yes, but we are most miserable and suffering, exactly because we
have deified ourselves. In this regard, Christians do not differ in the least
from the rest of the world.

As things happen to be, in all of mankind today—wherever you may
go, whatever you may hear, wherever you may look—you will notice ex-
actly the same thing, because all people think this way and act accord-
ingly: they have deified themselves, the self is god. If they happen to re-
member God, they do so that He might come to serve them. They do not
worship God, they do not serve Him, they do not love God, they do not
give themselves to Him, they do not entrust themselves to Him, and they
do not deny themselves so that they can become God’s people. All of hu-
manity acts in this way, and next to everyone else, Christians follow. Sure,
they are Christians in name, but the very same spirit penetrates them, the
very same mode of thought. Unfortunately, wherever you may go, you will
come to the same conclusion.

Although man is miserable and unhappy instead of waking up to say:
What am I doing? Perhaps I am sinking because I think this way and act
this way”? Instead of doing this, the more one sinks in his own will the
more he deifies himself.

What is to blame for the downfall of mankind?

As long as St Peter had forgotten himself and given himself to Christ’s
command, having faith in Him, he stepped upon the sea and walked. When
he remembered himself, out of fear, he began to sink. Because of fear—
this is not a coincidence.

You may recall that at another time, we said that on that awful day
when they captured Christ, before they led Him to the cross, they put Him
on trial and took Him from person to person. The Apostle Peter, the same
apostle, full of fear, comes to the point where he denies Christ three times.
In contracts, the criminal hanging on the cross, who has no more fear—he
is dying, so what else is left for him to fear? —he becomes enlightened.
The criminal is illumined, not simply because he is on the cross and is
dying. No. A noble desire is required. The other criminal, in contrast, is
not illumined. This lawbreaker, however, is enlightened and comprehends
things that had not previously been known and says things no one has ever
said. For this reason, he is found worthy to enter Paradise first.

When they asked St peter while he was in the courtyard of the arch-
priest: “Perhaps you, too, are also with Jesus?” despite having shared life
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with Christ and despite knowing many things, he became afraid lest he
also be arrested and put to death—and so he did what he did. The same
thing happens here; he is afraid. As the Evangelist points out, when St
Peter begins to see the fierce winds, he became afraid and as a result he
began to sink.

But why is one afraid? One becomes afarid precisely because he hears
that the idol within might be destroyed, fears that the deity he preserves
within, his very self, which he regards as a god, will be demolished. When
one denies himself and challenges his own will, nothing else remains to be
preserved and he subsequently fears nothing. These are not mere words.
Now, what we do these days is a different story. Frankly, we are deserving
of pity.

As you may recall, when they went to St Basil the Great and threat-
ened him, he responded: “Why do you threaten me? Will you exile me?
Wherever you might take me, the earth is the Lord’s and its fulness (Ps
23:1). Will you take my belongings? What belongings? I possess nothing.
Will you torture me? Will you beat me? I wish for you to do so. I am so
weak that I will endure only a short time before departing to my Lord.”
Saint Basil the Great! He converses about this topic so simply. He does not
pretend to be brave, as we sometimes do from the safety of our armchairs.

The same thing occurred with the martyrs in the old days: they did
not worry about martyrdom one bit; it is as if they were going through the
most painless and harmless things. This is how they dealt with these things
and this is how they spoke about them. Why? Precisely because they died
to themselves and united themselves to God.

There for, sin is this: that man departs from God and deifies himself.
And it can’t be otherwise, because man is created to have God. If he is not
with God, he fashions the self to become a god or he will make gods of
idols, as the ancient idolaters did—as some nowadays do—deify people,
trends, and ideologies; they are worthy of our pity. However, the worst of
it all is that each person deifies his own self.

We are on a wrong path

From this point on, pray as long as you wish, perform prostrations,
go on pilgrimages, and do whatever else you desire. If you do not come
to terms with this one thing, you will do all things in an effort to appease
your own idol, offering sacrifices to to the god within you, to your own
self. A great many toils go to waste simply because they take place for our
own god, namely, for our own selves. That is why we do not see our own
sin and consequently do not know how to confess. This is why God does
not trust us and this is why He does not grant us joy from the very outset,
making us jubilant and feeling that we require nothing else but God’s joy.
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Moreover, He wishes to give us His grace so that He can make use of us
in enlightening others, in leading others to the truth so that they too can
be saved.

However, He cannot trust us. Not because we are evil or because
He dislikes us. Sometimes, after hearing such things, some people lose
hope. They say that they came to hear a comforting word and not to hear
something that leads them to disappointment. This is the good, comfort-
ing word: we must come to the realization, we must come to understand
that we are on a wrong path, that our thinking is corrupted, and that we
are approaching things wrongly. It is impossible for us to give a Christian
witness to others because the experience of joy does not exist within us,
given that our souls are not comforted or saved.

Above all, the Gospels and the Holy Scriptures in general, as well as
other books such as the lives of the saints and martyrs, but also the services
that we attend—Vespers, Matins, the Divine Liturgy and other services—
all of these speak about something else; they convey a different sort of life
than that which we live, and this is surprising. What happened to us that,
though we listen to these things and, if you will, we like them and they at-
tract us, there is no change in us? There are plenty of believers who desire
to listen to these things we’ve mentioned and are attracted by them and
are sometimes stricken with compunction. However, there occurs no real
change in their souls, because man protects and shelters the self. This is a
terrible thing. We take the little grace that God gives us, together with the
small blessings that He shares with us because He descends to our level
and awaits for us—we snatch these gifts solely to preserve the self, for fear
that something undesirable might happen to our self. In contrast, we ought
to give ourselves entirely over to death; we ought to give ourselves en-
tirely to Christ so that He can reign within us, so that He might command
us and be our God, our Lord and Savior. What can we say! Please forgive
me but [ will not cease to say things as they are in the hope that God will
enlighten us and we will take the first step, which is simply to make the
decision to give ourselves entirely to Christ, as simply as Apostle Peter
said: “If it is You Lord, bid me that I come.” Why can’t we say something
similar, expressing our faith in the Lord? Do we not believe in Him as
God, as God Who became man and came specifically to save the world?
Do we not believe that He saves the world from sin? Do we not believe
that He transforms the soul? We believe these things. Therefore, let us leap
outside of ourselves in an effort to demonstrate that we indeed believe. Let
us descend from our own boat, if I might use the expression, let us exit
from our own selves and let us dedicate ourselves to Christ with trust.

To be sure, this has consequences. Although it is very simple, very
simple indeed, and very easy to do, there are consequences, because one
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cannot afterward live life as before. In everything that you do, you will be
different, altered. In other words, you will be as Christ wishes you to be.
Rhather, by having Christ dwelling within you, you will be as Christ is .
Christ will be expressed in you; your life will demonstrate Christ’s life
and virtues.

August 13, 1995

This article was reproduced from:

Archimandrite Symeon Kragiopoulos, Adam Where Are You? Homi-
lies on Repentance and Confession, Homily 6, Man's Drama and His Sal-
vation, St John Chrysostom, Greek Orthododx Monastery, Pleasant Prai-
rie, WL, p. 119-129.

Drama omului si mintuirea lui

Dumnezeule méntuieste-ma!

Pericopa evanghelica pe care am ascultat-o se refera la mersul pe mare
al Mantuitorului, la chemarea Apostolului Petru, care ceruse acest lucru si
care a mers pe mare.

La a patra straja din noapte, adica spre dimineatd, ucenicii L-au vazut
pe Domnul mergand pe mare. ”’Vazandu-L umbland pe mare, ucenicii s-au
inspaimantat zicand ca este naluca, si de frica, au strigat. Dar El le-a vorbit
indata, zicandu-le, Indrazniti, Eu sunt, nu va temeti!” lar Petru care era
totdeauna nestapanit, i-a zis si acum: "Doamne, daca esti Tu, da porunca
sa vin la Tine pe apa!” ”Vino, i-a zis!” Hristos i-a dat porunca si Petru
coborand din corabie si mergand pe apa, s-a indreptat catre Hristos, “dar
vazand vantul, s-a temut si, Incepand sa se scufunde, a strigat, zicand:
”Doamne, scapa-ma!” Pe de o parte se sprijind pe cuvantul lui Hristos,
merge pe apa ca si El, pe de alta parte, ca un om neputincios, care-si cu-
noaste firea, stie ce va face vantul, ce va face furtuna, ia seama la vant, nu
se mai gandeste la Hristos, tncepe sa se scufunde si strigd: Doamne, scapa-
ma!” Hristos I-a apucat de mand, dar 1n acelasi timp l-a si mustrat: ’Putin
credinciosule, pentru ce te-ai indoit?”

In acest incident se consumia drama omului si mantuirea lui. Problema
este in ce masurd suntem dispusi sa intelegem lucrurile pe care Domnul
ni le ofera sa le intelegem, cétd dorintd avem sa le primim asa cum vrea
Acesta? Nu facem deloc bine. Frecventam deseori biserica, urmarim sa
dobandim toate celelalte lucruri de folos pe care le are un crestin, dar in
zadar. Nu suntem crestini asa cum ne vrea Dumnezeu, asa cum trebuie sa
fim!
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Vedem in cazul Apostolului Petru cé, in ceasul in care se uita pe sine,
se desprinde de sine, ca si cum nu ar exista in acel ceas decat Hristos,
se increde in Hristos, In porunca pe care o da Acesta, merge pe apa ca si
Hristos. Paseste pe deasupra, ca si cum nu ar fi om obisnuit, ca si cum nu
ar trebui sd se scufunde din pricina greutatii.

Pe de alta parte, Petru nsusi, nu 1n altd zi, nu cu mult timp n urma, ci
in acelasi moment, incepe sa se scufunde. Si, asa cum consemneaza evan-
ghelistul, ”vazand vantul puternic, s-a temut,” si ca i cum L-ar fi uitat pe
Hristos, s-a intors spre sine, s-a temut ca se va scufunda, si chiar incepe
sa se scufunde

Sa ne amintim ca unii dintre noi nu numai ca o spun, dar o si patesc.
Temandu-se sd nu se imbolnaveascd, se imbolnavesc, infricosandu-se sa
nu pateascd ceva rau, li se intdmpla un lucru rau. Adicd, este ca si cum
omul si-ar cauta singur boala, neputinta. Aici, Petru se afld in situatia in
care el insusi si-ar fi dorit sd se scufunde. Aici se afla marea taina a dramei,
a nefericirii, dar si a mantuirii omului.

M-am indumnezeit pe mine insumi

Am spus n mai multe randuri ca pacatul omului constd in faptul ca
se indumnezeieste pe sine Insusi. El inceteaza sa-L aiba drept dumnezeu
pe Creator, indiferent daca se roaga Iui Dumnezeu si-I cere ajutorul. Toata
lucrarea din sufletul omului se petrece in asa fel, incat omul se are pe sine
drept Dumnezeu. Ce sa va intampla daca se face dumnezeu fara sa fie? Ce
va fi? Va deveni din ce in ce mai rau. Va fi cuprins de toata suferinta, se va
scufunda si se va Ineca in propria sa existenta.

In epoca de astizi, asa cum stau lucrurile, sau cel putin asa cum le
vad si le confirm eu, nu poti sd il scoti pe om din mentalitatea ca este
propriul sdu dumnezeu. Cum sa inteleagd 1n aceastd stare, ce vrea sa -i
spunia Dumnezeu? De unde sa inteleaga cum Il urmeaza cineva pe Hristos,
cum vietuieste cineva 1n Hristos, cum mplineste cineva voia lui Hristos,
poruncile lui Hristos si cum in final, Il va avea cineva pe Hristos inlauntrul
lui, va fi unit cu Hristos si va trai viata lui Hristos? Cum sa inteleagd aceste
lucruri omul nefericit de astazi?

Cel care are dispozitia cea bund, sa constientizeze, sd simta, sa mar-
turiseasca si sa accepte: “acesta a fost pacatul meu pana astazi, faptul ca
m-am indumnezeit pe mine insumi, cd am fost propriul meu sfatuitor, am
facut ceea ce am voit eu insumi!” Chiar si indatoririle religioase pe care le
face cineva, le face dupa bunul plac

Poti sa mergi sa te marturisesti, dar sd o faci dupa cum iti place tie, si
nu cum doreste Dumnezeu. Poti sa te duci s te Impartasesti, dar sa o faci
cum iti place, si nu dupa voia Domnului. La fel, poti sa-ti faci rugaciunile
dupa bunul plac, si nu dupa cum doreste voia divind. Daca te indoiesti de
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acest lucru, dovada este ca, in final, Hristos nu se uneste cu tine, tu nu te
unesti cu Hristos, El nu se afla inlauntrul tau, viata Lui nu este viata ta. Si,
in cele din urma, nu afli bucuria lui Dumnezeu, nu esti un crestin adeva-
rat. Asa cum am spus in aceste zile: oare, Dumnezeu nu mai exista si in
vremurile noastre, nu este Acelasi Duh Sfant si astazi, aceiasi Biserica cu
Sfintele ei Taine? De ce nu ne mai folosesc toate acestea? Si nu numai ca
sufletul nostru nu se sfinteste, nu se izbaveste de pacat, nu numai ca Hris-
tos nu Se mai salasluieste Inlduntrul nostru, incét sd simtim ca suntem cu
Hristos si cd viata noastra este pe masurd, dar suntem si nefericiti! Suntem
crestini, dar aratdm ca cei mai nefericiti, ca cei mai nenorociti, tocmai
pentru cad ne-am indumnezeit pe noi insine.

Sub acest aspect, crestinii nu se deosebesc de ceilalti oameni din lume.
Asa cum stau lucrurile, toata omenirea de astazi, in orice loc ai fi, ai auzi
si ai privi, toti oamenii gandesc si lucreaza in acest fel, adica se indum-
nezeiesc pe ei Insisi, dumnezeul lor sunt ei ingisi. Daca 1si amintesc de
Dumnezeu, o fac ca Acesta sa vina sa le faca cateva servicii. Nu-L adora
pe Dumnezeu, nu-L slujesc, nu-L iubesc, nu I se daruiesc Lui, nu se incre-
dinteaza lui Dumnezeu, nu renunta la ei insisi ca sa fie ai lui Dumnezeu.
Aceasta este atitudinea omenirii. Si a crestinilor deopotriva. Se numesc
crestini, dar 1i stdpaneste acelasi duh, aceeasi mentalitate. Din nefericire,
oriunde te-ai duce, ti se va confirma acest lucru.

Si, desi omul este nefericit, nenorocit, in loc sa se trezeasca si sa zica:
”C-e fac? Nu cumva tocmai pentru ca astfel cuget si lucrez ma scufund?”
El continua si cu cat se scufunda, cu atat isi face voia, cu atat mai mult se
indumnezeieste pe sine.

Cine greseste pentru starea in care ajunge omul?

Cat timp Petru a uitat de sine, cat timp a ascultat de porunca lui Hristos
si s-a Incredintat Acestuia, a coborat si a mers pe mare. Cand si-a amintit
de sine, din pricina fricii, a inceput sa se scufunde. Si nu este intAmplator
acest lucru!

Amintiti-va de faptul ca, in acea zi mare in care Domnul a fost rastig-
nit, inainte sa-L inalte pe cruce, L-au judecat si L-au trimis de la Ana la
Caiafa. lar Petru, acelasi Petru, inspaimantat de fricd, ajunge sa se lepede
de Hristos de trei ori.

Si iata, talharul de pe cruce, care nu mai avea fricd de nimic—murea,
ce fricd sd mai aiba?—s-a luminat. S-a intdmplat acest lucru, nu pentru ca
se afla pe cruce si In pragul mortii, ci era necesara si buna intentie. Celalalt
talhar nu s-a luminat, dar acesta ajunge sa inteleaga lucruri pe care nimeni
nu le-a mai inteles pand atunci si graieste lucruri pe care nu le-a grait
nimeni altcineva. De aceea se invredniceste sa intre primul in Rai (cf. Luca
23, 39-43). Petru, cu toate ca a vietuit langa Hristos, cu toate ca a aflat
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multe lucruri, cand l-au intrebat an curtea arhiereului: ”"Nu cumva esti si
tu cu lisus?” (cf. Luca 22, 54-62), pentru ca s-a temut sa nu-l prinda si sa-1
omoare, face ceea ce face. El se teme ca si acum. A vazut vantul puternic,
consemneaza evanghelistul, s-a temut si a inceput sa se scufunde.

De ce se teme, insd omul? Se teme exact ca sa nu-i fie ucis idolul
sinele sau caruia se inchina ca unui dumnezeu. Atunci cand omul renunta
la sine, cand isi taie voia, nu mai are pentru ce s se ingrijeasca, nu se mai
teme. Acestea nu sunt simple cuvinte, iar prin ceea ce facem noi astazi
suntem vrednici de mila.

Cand au mers la Sf Vasile cel Mare si l-au amenintat, asa cum va
amintiti, le-a spus: ”Cu ce ma amenintati? Ca ma veti exila? Oriunde m-ati
duce, al Domnului este paméantul si plinirea Lui; Ca-mi veti lua bunurile?
Care averi? Nu am nimic! Ca ma veti chinui, cad ma veti lovi? Macar s o
faceti! Sunt atat de neputincios ca voi rezista foarte putin si voi pleca la
Domnul meu!”! Cat de mare este Sf Vasile! Cat de simplu vorbeste despre
aceastd problema! Nici nu face pe viteazul, asa cum facem noi cateodata,
desigur, ludndu-ne masuri.

Acelasi lucru faceau in vechime si martirii. Nu luau in seama chinu-
rile, ca si cum ar fi fost lucrurile cele mai nedureroase si mai lipsite de
primejdii. Asa le infruntau si asa vorbeau despre acestea. De ce? Tocmai
pentru cd muriserd pentru ei si se unisera cu Dumnezeu. Asadar, pacatul
consta in faptul cd omul s-a despartit de Dumnezeu si s-a indumnezeit pe
sine. Si nu se putea intdmpla altfel, pentru ca omul a fost creat ca sa aiba
un dumnezeu. Atunci cand nu este cu Dumnezeu se face pe sine dumnezeu
sau 1si creeaza idoli, asa cum au facut in vechime idolatrii sau cei de astazi
care divinizeaza oameni, curente, ideologii. Te uiti la ei si ti se face mila.

Drama omului este ca se divinizeaza pe sine insusi.

Suntem pe un drum gresit!

Fa rugaciuni si Inchinaciuni cate vrei, fa orice vrei. Dacd nu vei in-
telege acest lucru, toate vor fi ca sa slujesti idolului tau, sa aduci jertfe
dumnezeului pe care-1 ai inlauntrul tau, adica tie insusi! Cate osteneli du-
hovnicesti se pierd pentru ca se fac de dragul nostru?

De aceea, nu stim sd ne marturisim, nu vedem pacatul nostru, iar
Dumnezeu nu are incredere 1n noi, ca sa ne dea de la inceput bucuria, sa ne
faca fericiti. Din pricina aceasta nu ne da harul Sau, care ne este de folos
sa-1 luminam si pe ceilalti, sa-i indrumam la adevar, ca sd se mantuiasca
si acestia.

Nu poate sd aibd incredere 1n noi, nu pentru cd ne dusmaneste, ci pen-
tru ca suntem rai. Unii dintre noi cand aud aceste lucruri cad in dezna-

1 Sf Grigorie Teologul, Opere, vol. 6, Cuvantarea 43, la inmormantarea Sf Vasile cel Mare,

Episcopul Cezareei Capadociei, Ed. Grigorie Palama, Tesalonic 1980, p 210.
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dejde. Se asteaptd, zic ei, sd auda un cuvant bun, dar nu-1 aud si dispera.
Acesta este cuvantul cel bun: sd constientizam, sa intelegem cad suntem pe
calea cea gresitd, cugetam 1n ascuns, percepem gresit lucrurile. Nu putem
sa dam marturie crestineasca altor oameni de vreme ce aceastd marturie
nu exista nlauntrul nostru, de vreme ce sufletul nostru nu-si afla odihna,
izbavirea.

Sfintele Evanghelii, Sfanta Scriptura, Vietile Sfintilor, Martirologiile,
dar si Vecernia, Utrenia, Sfanta Liturghie vorbesc de o cu totul alta viata,
diferita de cea pe care o traim noi.

Este lucru de mirare. Ascultam aceste slujbe, ne sunt dragi, dar in noi
nu are loc nici o schimbare! Sunt destui crestini care doresc sa le auda,
sunt atrasi de acestea, cateodata se umplu de evlavie, dar schimbarea reald
in viata lor, in sufletul lor nu are loc, pentru cd omul se ocroteste pe sine.

Este infricosator! Putinul har pe care ni-L dd@ Dumnezeu, putina bine-
cuvantare pe care ne-o daruieste, pogoramantul pe care-L face Dumnezeu
cu noi si asteptarea Lui, le folosim ca sd ne ocrotim pe noi Insine, sd nu
patimim ceva, desi are trebui sd ne dam propriul eu la moarte, sa ne daru-
im pe noi Insine lui Hristos, inlduntrul nostru sa Se salasluiasca Hristos, sa
ne carmuiasca, sa ne fie Dumnezeu, Domn si izbavitor.

Deci, ce sa graim? Sa ne ierte! Sa ne lumineze, sa dorim sa facem acest
pas, sa ne decidem sa ne schimbam, sa ne ldsam in seama lui Hristos, asa
cum a facut Petru, care a zis: "Doamne, daca esti Tu, spune-mi sa cobor!.”

Cum credem in Domnul? Oare nu credem in El ca Dumnezeu, nu cre-
dem ca S-a facut om, cd a venit s mantuiascd lumea din pacat? Ca izba-
veste sufletul nostru? Credem in toate acestea! Asadar, sd ne grabim sa
aratam ca n acest fel credem, sa sarim din barca noastra, ca sa zic asa, sa
iesim din egoismul nostru si sa ne incredintdm lui Hristos.

Desigur acest lucru are urmari. Desi este foarte simplu, foarte usor, are
urmari. Adica, nu poti sd-ti continui viata pe care ai dus-o, ci trebuie sa te
schimbi in toate. Vei fi aga cum te vrea Hristos. Daca vreti sa o spunem mai
pe inteles, vei fi ca si cum Hristos ar trai inlauntrul tau. El se va manifesta
prin tine, sau tu te vei manifesta prin virtutile lui Hristos.

13 August 1995
Predicd la Duminica a 9-a din Evanghelia Sf. Matei.

Arhimndrit Simeon Kraiopoulos, Adame unde esti? Despre Pocainta,
Drama omului i mantuirea lui, Ed. Bizantina, Bucuresti, 2008, pg.88-97.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

ORTHODOX WOMEN IN HEALING MINISTRIES
September 29-30, 2023

Guest Speaker Dr Eugenia Scarvelis Constantinou, PhD

For details and registration see: www.owhm.org or email
Mrs. Monica Dellas at: monica@owhm.org

CLERGY WIVES RETREAT
October 6-8, 2023

For details and registration contact Mat. Jeanine Frigerio
at: jeaninefrigerio@gmail.com

FALL WORK DAY
November 4, 2023

Time: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Please bring rakes and gloves.
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The mozaic of Jesus Christ has been finished and installed
just before Pascha of this year.

The Theotokos and St John’s mozaics are in process.

We thank all those who took part in the Spring Work Day.
May God reword your efforts plentifully.
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36th ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE
FEAST OF THE DORMITION
2023

AUGUST 14 and 15

PRESIDING HIERARCHS
His Eminence Archbishop NATHANIEL
His Grace Bishop ANDREI
Romaian Orthodox Episcopate of America, OCA

GUEST OF HONOR
His Grace Bishop DANIEL
Diocese of the Midwest, OCA

PILGRIMAGE SCHEDULE

Monday August 14
6:00 pm Vigil of the Feast with Lamentations

Tuesday August 15
9:00 am Akathist, Hours
Vesting of Hierarchs and procession to the Pavilion
10:00 am Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
During lunch break giftshop will be open.
2:00 pm Holy Unction Service

We ask that guests bring their own lunch.
The monastery will provide refreshments, coffee and sweets.






