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greetz'njef fér the coming Feast of‘ the W;tzwlf}/ 2025

s you will be recetving this Jetter, it will afrear@/ e mid Fdvent,

the time we direct our attention to the W;tz'w'if}/ of Ghirist, the Great
27@/&@}/ (ff ZZ‘M[ s ﬁcarnatz’on. T &mcm without faz'f, every year
would remind ws that this is the midpoint in the /ﬁ'&to;y of mankind:

ﬁom here on it will be: ‘the time lz-efére Ghirist and the time lg%er
Ghirist.”

fven with the 1st qf‘ W;Vemb-er, as we commermorate the ﬂnmercenm:}/
gj @a‘icz’ans Gosmas and’ .-ﬁamia:n, we are reminded that evert}/t/ldz'nj we
have was > given to us ﬁee/j/ ﬁ:}/ g’ocf and we are to ﬁee{}/  give, share with
others in all circumstances, whole ﬁ?aarted:f}/. Thits presupposes férjet—

tz'nj one&eff and. Jettz'nj the needs <>Jp others b'g]%re ouUrs.
Thisis eycact[y what God has done b:}/ becoming man ! ,f:mjazf}/z'nj ?ﬁmo‘e&p bhecom-
z'nj frumble out o]p Jove, to reconcile us with ?fz:m and with one ancther.

Fven t/;ouj/; we repeat the year[y L}/cfe (?f the T‘daftl'nj and’ Téa&tz'nj
year g%er year, we Jearn Jometffinj new every time the ?ea&t comes
around! Jt is important that we notice the impact of small and insignif-
icant gestures and deeds done to us, or us doing to others. God'is per-
féct and we strive ﬁr Joe;ﬁctz'(m as Ot gfeter teaches: ’;Z;e you Jaezféct
ﬁr your Father in ?ﬁemfen s Jaerféct. ’

Thits is what we meditate on at this time (?f‘ the year with the earnest
prayer ﬁr Z‘io:[ s » grace and wisdom to become increaa‘injfy as ?fc; 15, SO
that when we will see ?fz:m ﬁce to ﬁce, ?ﬁs will say: Gome beloved ?f‘
57%3/ Tather . ..

We thank you all fér your jenerom'zf}/ Jurz’nj this Jpast year ]%r your
Je[f]e«m‘ Jove shown to the mona&ter:}/ 1 so ma:ny W({}/J and’ aJE ﬁr your
fergiveness for those times when we faz'ﬁsc[ to show our appreciation.
May the_Joy of the Feast of The Nativity be with you all the days

(?f:}lour ﬁﬁ.
mz‘;t/;er Z-Z’ab_n'e//a
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Why God’s Incarnation?

It is a practical reason: to give us the rule and discipline of the
Christian life. This discipline is discovered in the Incarnation, “Be
followers of me, even as I am of Christ,” (1 Cor. 11:1). God so
loved us that He offered Himself to us for our sakes. He lived His
life for us, suffered on the Cross, died for us and rose from the
dead to show us how to do the same.

This world and all its creatures in it are good. God comes to
refashion what has been corrupted to make man what he was in-
tended to be. This man cannot do without God working for him.
So the rule of Incarnation when it is followed, becomes in us the
power of the Incarnation.

The world we have constructed without God and His presence
and action among us is necessarily a world dominated by self-will
and self-expression. Because God is kept outside, we are not able
to see the cause of our bitterness and frustrations. It is a world of
getting and having. We go on acquiring things and “glory” and all
the while futility haunts us. Without God, our arms are filled with
the good things of creation; we hold them to us even though our
hearts are wretched, because evil which has entered into the world
has perverted the real nature of things. Once the divine order of
God’s creation is upset and God’s authority and power no longer
operates in us, man is corrupted, and it becomes necessary for
God to restore man to help him direct his energies into the service
of God.

In His nativity our Lord did swiftly and surely what we slowly
and painfully endeavor in the Christian life. The fasting period
before Christmas is needed to prepare ourselves to respond to His
self-offering, because the stronghold of our pride and self-gratifi-
cation never surrenders easily and is frequently rearmed. Prepa-
ration for the Incarnation is needed if we are to be changed into
“temples of the living God” (2 Col. 6:16), which is the destiny of
human life.

Thus, what God wants from us is a total surrender. The repeat-
ed warnings of the Scriptures against partial offerings and com-
promises are very serious. It is possible for us to easily cultivate a
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moral or emotional physical type of religious life, but the way of
life shown by the Incarnation cannot be compromised. Our reli-
gious life must involve the offering to God of our full humanity,
of all of our faculties. Our Lord, by His Incarnation leads us on to
do what He has done—to make a total, genuine offering of our-
selves in love to God and our fellow creatures. The power of the
Incarnation is His coming to us, in our hearts. It is by His spirit
that dwells in us that we offer ourselves to Him. God’s full accep-
tance of humanity in the Incarnation demands from man the full
recognition of our Lord’s divinity. Jesus is God and man: divinity
is incarnate in Him, and humanity is divinized in Him. That has
always been the teaching of the Church.

Fr Roman Braga

Tt

Orthodoxy in America
The Impressions of a Recent Orthodox Immigrant

What I am going to say today may not be to everyone’s lik-
ing. Nevertheless, because I consider it essential to the Orthodox
perspective that we face reality and do not avoid responsibility, I
dare to express a few matters regarding the Orthodox Church in
America.

So, let me begin with my own confession.

Although I often wish to speak about Orthodoxy to the Amer-
ican people, I hesitate and, even feel embarrassed, not so much
because of the inadequacies of my language and expression, but
rather because of the psychological structure which separates us.
I realize that the psychology and mentality of the American is dif-
ferent from the one of us who come from Eastern Europe or the
Middle East. American society is very technological. Its people
are pragmatic and tend to be utilitarian even in their religious ex-
pression. Orthodoxy in the Orient is more contemplative. Howev-
er, in America, we cannot keep or prescribe the same patterns of
Orthodoxy as it is practiced in the Orthodox countries abroad. It
is necessary for America to find its own place in Orthodox life, a
proper style and method of expression. How? In what way?

Orthodoxy is an exceptional flower, but it must be adapted to
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the environment. I mean, it must be adapted but not changed.
There is a difference, and we must be careful in this respect.

As a priest, I believe that God sent us to this beautiful country
to plant Orthodoxy and acclimatize it. It would be regrettable to
retreat into the shell or borders of our ethnic groups and to con-
sider Orthodoxy as a tool for the preservation od national identity
and cultural traditions in this country. We must not use Ortho-
doxy as an instrument to resist assimilation into the American so-
ciety. This would be a sin. This is the wrong way. The Church can-
not be such an instrument. The Church has its own purpose for
existence. Thank God, we have very good Orthodox Christians in
America, who support our Church. However, most immigrants
in this country attend church to feed their national sentiments.
In the church they feel that they are Romanians, Russians, Greeks
or Syrians. Of course this is a natural feeling. We are longing for
our native country. For this reason, sometimes, we go to church
to enjoy Russian music or Romanian language. But I consider it
a sin to love the Church in the same measure as we love “pirogi,”
“tabouli” or Russian specialties.

In this respect we must be realistic. When Jesus sent the twelve
apostles to preach in the world, He did not tell them that they
must resist assimilation into the local society. He did not tell them
to keep their Jewish identity, purity of race, language or customs.
On the contrary, He said: “Go then to all people and make them
My disciples”(Matt 28:19)). More than that, St Paul, the apostle to
the Gentiles said: “I became all things to all men that I may save
some of them by any means possible. Living among the Jews I was
a Jew, among the Gentiles I lived like a Gentile, among the weak in
faith I became weak in order to win them” (1 Cor 9:21).

So, as Orthodox Christians in America, “true believing” and
“true praising” Christians, why don’t we put our national feel-
ings, cultural traditions and ethnical backgrounds aside when we
preach Orthodoxy in this country? Only in this way can we raise
our voices along with St Paul, saying: “Among the Americans I
was an American, among the Canadians I lived like a Canadian,
etc. I became all things to all men that I might save some of them”
(Cf. 1 Cor 9:22).

Surely, orthodoxy is not a cultural way. It is an universal re-
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ligion. But precisely for this reason Orthodoxy was adapted to
various national types and customs (among the Jews I was a Jew,
among the Gentiles a Gentile...). The same religion takes on var-
ious styles, because people in various countries are different. I
think this is very beautiful. It is the result of the divine law of
adaptability to the environment. All people must use their lan-
guage, customs and cultural traditions to express the faith. Let the
Orthodox Church in America become American in this way, and
only in this way, because not everything that is American is good.
But anyway, we must not allow our ethnical origins and traditions
to become an impediment to this process of adaptation.

In the fifteenth chapter of Acts and in the Epistle to the Gala-
tians there is an account of the Apostolic Church Council which
disagreed with St Peter. Saint Peter was rebuked because he in-
sisted that all of the pagans must accept the Law of Moses and
circumcision in order to be accepted in the Christian Church. The
Church Council rejected St Peter’s attitude because St Peter was
trying to impose the tradition of the Jews upon the non-Jews. On
this occasion, St James, who presided at the Council, said specit-
ically: “We should not trouble the Gentiles who are turning to
God?” If we read the New Testament carefully, we observe that St
Paul who “became all things to all men...” did not permit the lan-
guage or national background to be a requirement for becoming
a Christian, because he knew that such a requirement would con-
stitute a barrier to one’s conversion to Christianity. For example,
the literary style and the social problems discussed in the Epistle
to the Romans are suitable to the Roman mentality. In the same
way, in the Epistle to the Hebrews and the Gospel of St Matthew
abound the prophecies and Jewish atmosphere because they were
directed to the Jewish people, and so on.

Let us now consider our situation in America today. What
is the impression of a newcomer, such as I am, of the situation
in America? It seems to me that the Orthodox Church in this
land, instead of being a missionary Church, has become a pri-
vate, or family affair within the limits of the ethnical groups, and
sometimes includes a few converts who have entered the Church
through marriage. Such converts are truly unfortunate because
they must adopt a foreign mentality and renounce the American
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mode of life. One of these converts said he did not even know he
was Swedish until he became Orthodox, because in the Orthodox
Church in America you must belong to an ethnical group, you
must be something, except “American.” Maybe this seems to be
an overstatement, but this is the reality. A similar incident hap-
pened to me recently in St Louis, MO. After a previous discussion,
a Roman Catholic boy asked me: “What kind of Orthodox are
you? Are you Russian, Syrian or Greek?” “No” I sad, “I am Ortho-
dox” And in order to not be considered a liar I told him: “In my
old country I was a Romanian, but here I am just Orthodox. And
because Orthodoxy in this country must take on an American as-
pect, I will become an American too. My teacher, St Paul told me
to become ‘all things to all men”

We often complain that we do not have many young people in
the Orthodox Church in America. And this is true. Not even half
of our young church school students come to the Liturgy upon
reaching adulthood. And we are truly concerned with the future
of the Orthodox Church in this country. But the problem is, how
should we hand down to posterity just Orthodoxy, without the
additional linguistic, cultural and folkloric characteristics. As a
matter of fact we are living in America. So, let the young genera-
tion and the converts feel at home in the Orthodox Church, find
their American way of understanding and expression. We are a
missionary Church. That means we convert people to Orthodoxy
and not just wait for new immigrants to reinforce Orthodoxy in
this country.

Remember from history, when the Russian people were Chris-
tianized, they received Orthodoxy from Constantinople. But
the Byzantines did not impose the Greek language, the national
customs or the Greek mentality on them. They allowed them to
interweave their national and political life with Orthodoxy and
to grow organically. In every Orthodox country the history of
the Church coincides with the history of the nation. And today,
America needs Orthodoxy just as Russia, Romania, and Bulgaria
needed Orthodoxy when they received it. And I believe, that in
this crisis, in this country with 400 religions, Orthodoxy is the
only religion capable of maturing the thought, the culture and the
unity of these people.
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Do not consider me a chauvinist. I will substantiate this state-
ment.

Do you know what the strength of the Orthodox Church is in
the world? It is the fact that she became identical with the national
life of the people. The Church took in her hands the destiny of the
nation. She was the leader of the culture, influenced the morality
of the people, created a lifestyle. In a word, she worked for the
salvation of each nation. It does not matter whether the countries
are Orthodox in their entirety, such as Russia, Romania, Bulgaria
and Serbia, or whether only a small minority is Orthodox, as in
many of the Arab countries. If the Orthodox Church has in view
the salvation of that nation, she is the representative Church in
that country.

We go to God together with our nation, our political leaders
and our history. We do not have in Orthodoxy the concept of in-
dividual salvation. This is a Protestant doctrine. The individual
is saved as a member of the Christian community. Salvation is
communal because the Church is the mystical body of Christ and
we are the members, the limbs of His body. We are responsible
for each other. When one member suffers, the whole Church suf-
fers. One wound affects the whole community. We believe that at
the Last Judgement all the nations of the world will appear before
God, having before them their national leaders who must give an
account, whether they carried out or not the purpose for which
God permitted them to live in History. Imagine all the presidents
of the United States from George Washington to Gerald Ford be-
fore the judgement seat of Christ. That is what it will be. We go to
God together.

The church can be considered as an image or icon of concentric
circles, that is a series of circles with a common center.

1) The first circle, the smallest one, is the individual. He
is the temple of the Living God. In his infinite soul (in
the most profound sense, dwells God Himself. God is
the center of his personality.

2) The second circle which represents the family in-
cludes the individual also.The family is the image or
the icon of the Church, according to the fifth chapter
of the Ephesians.
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3) The third circle is the nation, which includes the fam-
ily and the individual. The nation is the organic unit
of the world.

4) The fourth circle is the Church which must include
up to the end all the nations, families and individuals,
having in view the salvations of them all.

5) The fifth circle (if I may say so) is an infinite one be-
cause it represents God and everything must be united
in God.

Each one of these realities is unique. God created no two per-
sons, families or nations alike. Although all constitute the same
Church, everyone must grow and develop as a distinct person
in God. Within Orthodoxy we have as many styles as there are
nations. Yet, the Orthodox Church is the only Church possess-
ing doctrinal unity today, despite this diversity. Although there
are Orthodox Churches in Romania, Greece, Lebanon, etc., each
concerned for the salvation of its own nation, there is still one
Orthodox Church in the world. We do not need a pope or any
person as a center of unity. Christ is the unique, invisible head of
the Church and nobody can replace Him.

From the beginning, the Patriarchs were the religious leaders of
their own countries. There was one Patriarch in Rome, one in An-
tioch, one in Jerusalem, etc. They were autocephalous and equal.
They were involved in everything, regardless of the socio-political
system of their country. They were members of their respective
nations, working for the salvation of the people of their nations.
How could a patriarch living in the Middle East or in Eastern Eu-
rope today understand the history, the psychology or the char-
acter of the American people? How can he take care of the social
problems, spiritual destiny or the values this nation must realize
in history? If you ask, for instance, our young people in America,
they have difficulty locating Bucharest, Belgrade or Antioch on
the map. If we want to be realistic and spread the Orthodox faith
in this country we must pray and work for the establishment of a
national Orthodox Church in this country and an American pa-
triarchate. Orthodoxy has been present on this continent for al-
most two centuries. This is enough time for the Church to mature.
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Most mothers emancipate their children at the age of maturity.

It is sad that the young people leave the Church and we do
not have more converts. It goes without saying that they do not
feel at home in our Orthodox Churches in America. Until Ortho-
doxy becomes a part of the American life, our children and the
converts will consider it as something imported, like Buddhism
or Mohammedanism. The question is how can we divest our Or-
thodoxy in America from its Romanian, Russian or Syrian gar-
ment and help the new generations and the converts to associate
Orthodoxy with their own interests and work for the salvation
of the American people. Our national background and cultural
traditions have nothing to do with Orthodoxy in America. Yes,
they were necessary in the old countries. This country has another
language, traditions and customs.

Only when the Orthodox youth in America have in view the
realization of their national destiny through the Orthodox faith,
can we then say that we have an American Orthodox Church. Just
as in the old countries, the Church in America should be involved
in the great problems of this nation. These problems include poli-
tics, economics, abortion, ecology, divorce, sex, racial integration,
etc. Everything must be impregnated with an Orthodox vision,
because the salvation of this country is at stake. Maybe the Prot-
estants do not care. They look upon their religious life as a private
affair, because they do not visualize the Church as the mystical
body of Christ. In fact, I do not consider them a Church. They are
only spiritual directions in Christianity. But from an Orthodox
perspective, everything is important, because everything con-
tributes to the salvation or condemnation of the community as a
whole.

In this respect, I appeal to your patriotism. To be a good Or-
thodox means to love your country. Do not be afraid that the
Orthodox Church in America is small. A national Church is not
the one with the most members but the one which identifies with
the history and the destiny of the people. Although the history of
this country did not begin with the coming of Orthodoxy, there
are however many values in the history of the American people
which must be considered. The Indian and the Protestant period
must be looked upon as a preparation. All that was good in the
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past must be continued and transfigured because Orthodoxy, as
a matter of fact, is the transfiguration of the world through the
action of the Holy Spirit.

Remember the prophecy of Daniel that every nation was given

an angel who protects and defends it. At any rate, as good patriots
we should ask ourselves, who is the guardian angel of the Ameri-
can people. You can be sure, God gave them an angel too.
So let us not be afraid that the ethnic groups in this country are
diminishing or that our children will be assimilated. This is a di-
vine law. We cannot either force it or stop it. If we impose the ad-
aptation of the Orthodox Church in this country by imposing our
language or cultural background, we are not working according to
the will of God. And why should we insist on unnecessary things?
If a Romanian, for example, is considered a good Orthodox be-
cause he consumes lamb for an Eastern meal, then an American
can also be considered a good Orthodox eating ham and eggs and
hamburgers and singing “Christ is Risen” in the English language.
I am sorry that for almost two hundred years we have strived to
keep our ethnic traditions in this country, and for the same period
of time we have filled the non-Orthodox churches with our chil-
dren, grandchildren, nephews and nieces. Don’t you think that
it is time to be deeply convinced of the necessity of an Ameri-
can Orthodox Church? Let us be realistic. For the preservation of
our ethnic identity, we have associations and clubs. For that, the
Church is not indispensable. And believe me, the new converts
are not so much interested in Russian “borscht” or Romanian
“mamaliga.”

As an Orthodox priest, in this informal talk, I decided to face
reality rather than to boast, to take too much for granted or to
brag about illusions. Jesus said: “Speak the truth, for the truth will
make you free... “

It seems that you are preoccupied, in your meetings, with the
Orthodox educational level in this country. That is why I want
to express my concern in this respect too. I am afraid that our
young people, and especially the new immigrants, are becoming
American in the wrong way. In a famous passage, George Orwell
said: “We are the salves of our technological society that feeds our
passions with all kinds of electronic advertising; eat this! Wear
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this! Desire this!... Sure, we are liberated: sex happy, educated... it
does not matter what kind of education... we are healthy, wealthy
and wise. We can fornicate without fear, eat without obesity, live
without tears. For every ill a pill. Tranquilizers to overcome anx-
iety, pep pills to wake us up, life pills to insure blissful sterility”
(Malcom Muggeridge, Prose as Experience, /984 Revisited, Ed. T.
Altshiler, M. McDonough and A. J. Roth, (Houghton Mifflin Co.,
Boston, MA, 1966), 5.

1 do not mean that the Orthodox Church in this country should
become American in this way. God forbid. If we accept such a
moral position in our Orthodox families we will have no converts.
As I understand so far, American people are not happy. They are
searching for a new spirituality.

To summarize my thoughts,

1)To be American Orthodox means to identify with the desti-
ny of this nation, working for the salvation of its people. Every-
thing must be impregnated with an Orthodox vision, transfigured
and presented from an Orthodox perspective. This includes: Lan-
guage, customs and lifestyle.

2) But we do not mean to become American in a wrong way,
adopting some aspects of American life which are generally con-
sidered dangerous, not only for salvation, but for social morality
also.

3) Taking into account that theology in the West lost contact
with the Tradition of the Church and the Holy Fathers, we are not
introducing in America something new. We are merely making an
appeal to return to the unalterable principles and foundations of
the True Church, about which Jesus said: “Not even the gates of
hell will ever be able to overcome it.”

Fr Roman Braga
(This talk was given at the Cathechetical Conference in De-

troit in August 1975, three years after his arrival in the United
States. )
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De ce Intruparea lui Dumnezeu ?

Este pentru noi o solutie practici. In Intruparea lui Dumnezeu
descoperim toata disciplina vietii crestine: “’Fiti urmatori ai mei
precumsieusuntal lui Hristos” (1 Cor 11:1). Atatde multne iubeste
Dumnezeu, incat se oferd pe Sine Insusi noud, spre binele nostru.
Pentru noi a vietuit pe pamant, pentru noi a suferit pe cruce, pentru
noiamuritsiainviat, pentrucasanearate: “Calea, Inviereasi Viata”.

Lumea si toate fapturile din ea sunt bune. Dumnezeu a venit sa
refacd numai ceea ce era corupt, sd-l renasca pe om asa cum a fost
planul Lui de la inceput, renastere pe care omul singur nu o putea
aduce la Indeplinire fara lucrarea lui Dumnezeu din el. Asadar,
daca il urmam pe Hristos, Intruparea lui Dumnezeu devine in noi
puterea lui Dumnezeu.

Lumea pe care am construit-o noi este o lume fard Dumnezeu,
fara prezenta si actiunea lui Dumnezeu in noi; este o lume domi-
natd de egoism, de expresia eului nostru. lar pentru ca Dumnezeu
este tinut in afara noastrd, noi nu suntem in stare sd vedem cauza
dezamagirilor si a amaraciunii care ne stapaneste. Este o lume in
care adundm ca sa avem. Alergam dupa bunuri si glorie si totusi
suntem obsedati de ideea zadarniciei lucrurilor. Bratele noastre
sunt Incarcate cu lucrurile bune ale creatiei, ne agatam strans de
ele; Tnsa fara Dumnezeu inima se simte mizerabila, pentru ca raul
care a intrat in lume a pervertit natura lucrurilor. De vreme ce
ordinea dumnezeiascd a creatiei a fost turburata prin pacat si pu-
terea lui Dumnezeu nu mai lucreaza in omul corupt, s-a simtit
nevoia ca prin intrupare, Dumnezeu sa regenereze pe om, pentru
ca toate energiile lui creatoare sa fie puse 1n slujba lui Dumnezeu.
Dumnezeu, prin nasterea Sa a realizat in mod rapid si sigur ceea
ce noi, in toatd viata noastra de crestinism, ne straduim sa facem
incet si cu durere.

Postul Craciunului este o jertfa a noastrd ca un raspuns la da-
ruirea de Sine a lui Hristos Dumnezeu. Este o infrangere a man-
driei si a placerilor care niciodata nu cedeaza, pentru ca diavolul
intrebuinteaza metode noi. Sa intdmpinam Nasterea Domnului cu
pregatire, vrednici ca El sa ne transforme in ”Temple ale Dumne-
zeului celui Viu” (2 Cor. 6:16), deoarece acesta este scopul vietii
omului.
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Ceea ce Dumnezeu vrea de la noi este o daruire totala. Repe-
tatele avertismente ale Scripturii impotriva jumatatilor de masura
si a compromisurilor sunt foarte serioase. Suntem usor inclinati
sa fim adeptii unei religii sentimentale si morale. Insa misterul In-
truparii lui Dumnezeu nu poate fi minimalizat. Ni se cere daruirea
intreagd a naturii noastre omenesti asa precum El a venit la noi
cu intreaga Sa fire dumnezeiascd. Sa facem ceea ce Dumnezeul
Intrupat a ficut: sa ne oferim in dragoste Lui si aproapelui. Tai-
na Intruparii este venirea Lui in inimile noastre, cici numai prin
Duhul Lui care este in noi ne putem oferi. Acceptarea de catre
Dumnezeu a firii omenesti cere din partea noastra recunoasterea
fara rezerve a dumnezeirii Mantuitorului Hristos. lisus este si
Dumnezeu si om. in El Dumnezeirea este intrupati iar omenirea
indumnezeita. Aceasta a fost invatatura Bisericii de totdeauna.

Fr Roman Braga

By the grace of God we were able to finish and in-
stall the icon mozaic of St John and to complete the
altar side of the church.
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Ortodoxia in America
Impresiile unui recent imigrant

Ceea ce va voi spune astazi nu va fi poate pe placul tuturor. Cu
toate acestea, consider esential din punctul de vedere al ortodoxi-
ei sd fim realisti si responsabili si de aceea vreau sa prezint citeva
aspecte privitoare la ortodoxia in America.

Voi incepe cu propria mea marturisire. Desi doresc de multe
ori sd vorbesc despre ortodoxie celor din America, ezit si uneori
ma simt jenat, nu atat pentru lacunele limbii si ale vocabularu-
lui, ci datorita structurii psihice care ne separa. Imi dau seama
cat este de diferita structura psihologicd si mentalitatea ameri-
cana fata de a noastrd, a celor care venim din Europa de Est sau
din Orientul Mijlociu. Societatea Americana este bazata pe teh-
nologie. Americanii sunt pragmatici si practici chiar si in felul
de exprimare al religiei. Ortodoxia in Orient este mult mai con-
templativa. Cu toate acestea, in America nu putem mentine sau
prescrie aceleasi forme ale ortodoxiei cum sunt ele practicate in
alte tari ortodoxe. Este necesar pentru America sd 1si giseasca
propriul ei loc in viata ortodoxa, un stil propriu si o metoda de
exprimare. Cum? In ce fel? Asta este intrebarea.

Preot fiind, cred ca Dumnezeu ne-a adus in aceastd tara mi-
nunatd sa plantdm ortodoxia si sd o aclimatizam. Ar fi pacat sa
ne inchidem in cochilia sau limitele grupurilor noastre etnice si
sa considerdm ortodoxia ca un instrument de prezervare in tara
aceasta a identitatii noastre nationale si a traditiilor culturale.
Nu trebuie sa ne folosim de ortodoxie ca fiind instrumentul cu
care sa rezistdm asimildrii Tn societatea americana. Asta ar fi un
pacat. Biserica are scopul ei pentru care existd. Slava Domnu-
lui ca avem foarte buni crestini ortodocsi in America care sustin
Biserica. Cu toate astea, cei mai multi imigranti In tara asta vin
la biserica pentru mentinerea sentimentului national. In biserica
ei se simt Romani, Rusi, Greci, Sarbi sau Sirieni. Bine inteles
cd acesta este un sentiment normal. La toti ne este dor de tara
unde ne-am ndscut. Pentru acest motiv, uneori, mergem la bise-
rica pentru a asculta muzica si limba ruseascd sau romaneasca.
Eu insa consider cd este un pacat sd iubim Biserica in aceiasi
misuri in care iubim plicintele sau sarmalele. In aceast privin-
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ta trebuie sa fim realisti. Cand lisus a trimis pe cei doisprezece
apostoli sa propovaduiascd in lume, El nu le-a spus cd trebuie
sa reziste asimilarea 1n societatea locala... sa pastreze identitatea
iudaicd, puritatea rasei, limba si obiceiurile. Din contra, a spus:
”....Mergand, invatati toate neamurile, botezandu-le in numele
Tatalui si al Fiului si al Sfantului Duh” (Matei 28:19). Mai mult
decat atat, St Pavel, apostolul Neamurilor a spus: ”Cu iudeii am
fost ca un iudeu, ca sd dobandesc pe iudei; cu cei de sub lege,
desi eu nu sunt sub lege, ca sd dobandesc pe cei de sub lege; Cu
cei ce n-au Legea, m-am facut ca unul fara lege, desi nu sunt fara
legea lui Dumnezeu, ci avand Legea lui Hristos, ca sa dobandesc
pe cei ce nu au Legea” (1 Cor. 9:20-22). Deci, crestini ortodocsi
in America fiind de ce nu ne punem sentimentele nationale, cul-
turale si traditiile de o parte atunci cand predicdm ortodoxia in
tara asta? Numai in felul acesta ne putem uni vocile cu cele ale
St Pavel si sa spunem: ”Printre americani am fost un American,
printre canadieni am fost un Canadian... M-am facut toate pentru
toti ca sa mantuiesc pe unii”.

Desigur, ortodoxia nu este o institutie culturala, ci este o religie
universald. Dar tocmai pentru acest motiv ortodoxia s-a adaptat la
diversele tipuri si obiceiuri (printre iudei am fost un iudeu... etc.)
Aceiasi religie capata diferite forme, pentru ca oamenii in diferite
tari sunt diferiti. Eu consider aceasta ca fiind un lucru minunat.
Este rezultatul legii divine de adaptare la mediul inconjurator.
Toti oamenii trebuie sa foloseasca limba, obiceiurile si traditiile
culturale pentru asi exprima credinta. Sa 1dsam Biserica ortodoxa
din America sa devina americana in felul acesta, si numai in felul
acesta, pentru ca nu tot ce este american este bun. Dar oricum, nu
trebuie sa ldsam traditiile s1 originile noastre etnice sa devina un
impediment 1n acest proces de adaptare.

In capitolul cincisprezece din Fapte si in Epistola citre Galateni
se vorbeste despre un Consiliu Bisericesc Apostolic care nu a
fost de acord cu Sf Petru. Sfantul Petru a fost mustrat pentru in-
sistenta sa ca toti paganii trebuie sd accepte Legea lui Moise si
sd se circumscrie pentru a putea fi primiti in Biserica crestina.
Consiliul Bisericii a respins atitudinea Sf Petru deoarece el incer-
ca sa impuna traditia [udaica celor care nu erau evrei. Cu aceasta
ocazie, Sf lacov care prezida Consiliul a declarat in mod clar:
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”Sa nu tulburam pe paganii care se intorc spre Dumnezeu”. Daca
citim Noul Testament cu atentie, observam ca Sf Pavel, care s-a
facut toate pentru toti, nu a permis ca limba sau nationalitatea a
fi o recuzita pentru a deveni crestin, stiind ca astfel de obligatie
ar constitui o bariera pentru convertirea la crestinism. Spre exem-
plu, stilul literar si problemele sociale discutate in Epistola catre
Romani sunt specifice mentalitatii romane. Tot asa, Epistola ca-
tre Evrei si Evanghelia Sf Matei abunda in profetii si atmosfera
evreiasca pentru ca erau indreptate cdtre poporul evreu, si asa mai
departe.

Sa consideram acum situatia noastrd in America in ziua de
azi. Care este impresia unui nou venit, la fel cum sunt eu, despre
situatia din America? Parerea mea este ca Biserica ortodoxa de
pe aceste meleaguri, in loc sd fie o Biserica misionara a devenit
o afacere de familie in limitele grupurilor etnice si care uneori
include si cativa convertiti care au intrat In Biserica prin inter-
mediul casatoriei. Nenorocirea acestor convertiti este necesitatea
de a se adapta la o mentalitate strdind si de a renunta la modul de
viata american. Unul dintre acesti convertiti a marturisit ca nu a
stiut ca este de origine suedeza pana cand nu a devenit Ortodox,
pentru cd In Biserica ortodoxa din America trebuie sa apartii unui
grup etnic, trebuie sd fi ceva, cu exceptia de a fi american. Pare
exagerat s spunem asta, dar este o realitate. O situatie similara
mi s-a intdmplat mie de curdnd 1n St Louis, MO. Dupa o discutie
anterioard, un bdiat m-a intrebat: ”Ce fel de ortodox esti tu? Esti
Rus, Sirian sau Grec”. ”Nu” am spus. ’Sunt doar ortodox”. Si ca
si nu fiu considerat mincinos am adiugat: “In tara unde m-am
nascut eram Roman, dar aici sunt doar ortodox. Si pentru ca orto-
doxia 1n tara asta trebuie sd capete un aspect american, voi deveni
si american. Invatitorul meu, Sf Pavel, mi-a spus si ma fac toate
pentru toti”.

Ne plangem adesea ca nu avem tineret 1n bisericile ortodoxe
din America. Si este adevarat. Nici madcar o jumatate din copiii
care merg la scoala duminicald nu mai vin la Liturghie cand de-
vin adulti. Si suntem Ingrijorati pentru viitorul Bisericii ortodoxe
din tara aceasta. Problema este cum sa lasam posteritatii numai
ortodoxia, fard caracterele specifice lingvistice, culturale si fol-
clorice. Trdim doar in America! Sd lasam generatia tdnara si pe
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cel ce se convertesc sd se simtd acasa 1n Biserica ortodoxa, sa
gaseasca felul lor American de intelegere si expresie. Suntem o
Biserica misionard. Asta inseamna ca noi trebuie sd convertim
la ortodoxie, nu sd asteptdm ca noii imigranti sa Intareasca orto-
doxia in tara asta.

Sa ne amintim istoria [Bisericii], cidnd poporul Rus a fost cres-
tinat a primit ortodoxia de la Constantinopol. Dar Bizantul nu le-a
impus limba greacd, obiceiurile nationale sau mentalitatea greaca.
I-a lasat sd 1si impleteasca limba si viata politica cu ortodoxia si sa
creasca organic. In fiecare tard ortodoxa istoria Biserici coincide
cu istoria natiuni. lar astdzi America are nevoie de ortodoxie la
fel cum Rusia, Romania si Bulgaria au avut nevoie atunci cand au
primit-o. Eu cred ca 1n acest moment de criza, in aceasta tara cu
400 de religii diferite, ortodoxia este singura religie capabild sa
maturizeze gandirea, cultura si unitatea acestui popor.

Nu ma considerati sovin. Am sd va explic aceastd afirmatie.
Stiti care este puterea Bisericii ortodoxe in lume? Este faptul
ca ea s-a contopit (s-a identificat) cu viata nationala a poporu-
lui. Biserica a luat in mainile ei destinul natiunii. A fost liderul
culturii, a influentat morala poporului, a creat un stil de viata.
Intr-un cuvant, a luptat pentru mantuirea fiecirei natiuni. Nu
conteazd daca natiunile sunt ortodoxe in totalitate, cum este
Rusia, Romania, Bulgaria sau Serbia, sau numai o minoritate este
ortodoxa, asa cum este in tarile Arabe. Daca Biserica ortodoxa are
ca scop mantuirea acelei natiuni, ea este reprezentanta Bisericii
in tara aceea.

Ne ducem la Dumnezeu impreund cu natiunea noastra, cu li-
derii nostri politici, cu istoria noastra. In ortodoxie noi nu avem
ideea de mantuire individuald. Aceasta este o doctrind protestan-
td. Individul se mantuieste ca membru al comunitatii crestine.
Mantuirea este de obste pentru ca Biserica este trupul mistic al
lui Hristos iar noi suntem membrele trupului. Suntem raspunza-
tori unul pentru celalalt. Cand un membru sufera toata Biserica
suferd. O rand afecteaza intreaga comunitate. Noi credem ca la
judecata de apoi toate neamurile vor aparea in fata lui Dumnezeu,
in frunte cu liderii nationali care vor trebui sd dea socoteala daca
si-au Indeplinit sau nu rolul prin care Dumnezeu le-a permis sa
existe In istorie. Imaginati-va toti presedintii Statelor Unite, de la
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George Washington la Gerald Ford aflati in fata scaunului de ju-
decatd a lui Hristos. Si asta va fi. Ne ducem la Domnul impreuna.
Sa ne inchipuim Biserica ca pe o icoand cu cercuri concentrice,
o serie de cercuri cu un centru comun. Primul cerc, cel mai mic,
este individul. El este templul Dumnezeului celui viu. In sufletul
sdu infinit, adica in sensul cel mai profund, salasluieste Dumne-
zeu. Dumnezeu este centrul personalitatii lui. Cel de al doilea
cerc reprezintd familia in care este inclus si individul. Familia
este imaginea, sau icoana Bisericii dupa cum este scris 1n capito-
lul cinci din Epistola catre Efeseni. Al treilea cerc este natiunea in
care este inclusa familia si individul. Natiunea este unitatea orga-
nicad a lumii. Al patrulea cerc este Biserica care trebuie sa inclu-
da pana la sfarsit, toate natiunile, familiile, si indivizii, avand ca
scop mantuirea lor. Cercul al cincilea este unul infinit pentru ca il
reprezintd pe Dumnezeu si totul trebuie sa fie uniti In Dumnezeu.
Toate aceste realitati sunt unice. Dumnezeu nu a creat doud per-
soane, doud familii sau doud natiuni identice. Desi toate consti-
tuie aceiasi Biserica, fiecare trebuie sa creascd si sd se dezvolte
in mod distinct in Dumnezeu. in ortodoxie avem tot atitea tipuri
cate natiuni existd. Cu toate acestea, Biserica ortodoxa este sin-
gura Biserica care pastreaza unitatea doctrinald in ciuda tuturor
variatilor. Desi Bisericile ortodoxe din Romania, Grecia, Liban,
etc., sunt fiecare preocupate de mantuirea neamului lor, nu exista
in lume decét o singura Biserica ortodoxa. Noi nu avem nevoie
de un papa sau o altd persoana ca centru de unitate. Hristos este
unicul, invizibilul cap al Bisericii si nimeni nu poate sa iL inlo-
cuiasca.

De la inceput, patriarhii au fost liderii religiosi ai tarilor respec-
tive. La Roma era un patriarh, la Antioh un altul, un alt patriarh
era la lerusalim, si asa mai departe. Erau autocefali si egali. Erau
parte din tot ce avea loc in tara lor, indiferent de sistemul social
si politic. Erau membrii ai tarii lor, luptdnd pentru mantuirea nea-
mului. Cum poate un patriarh in ziua de azi, care se afla in Orien-
tul Mijlociu sau in Europa de Est, sa inteleaga istoria, psihologia
si caracterul poporului american? Cum poate el sa aiba grija de
problemele sociale, destinul spiritual sau valorile acestei natiuni
pe care ea trebuie sa le indeplineasca in istorie? Astazi, tineretul
american, nu poate indica pe o hartd unde se afli Bucurestiul,
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Belgradul sau Antiohul. Daca vrem sa fim realisti si s propagdm
ortodoxia in tara aceasta, trebuie s ne rugam si sa lucram pentru
a pune bazele unei Biserici ortodoxe nationale si ale unei patriar-
hii americane. Ortodoxia este prezenta pe acest continent de doua
secole. Cea mai mare parte a mamelor 131 emancipeaza copii la
varsta maturitatii.

Este trist ca tineretul pleaca din Biserica si totodata ca nu avem
mai multi convertiti. Este clar cd nu se simt confortabil in Bi-
sericile noastre ortodoxe din America. Pana cand ortodoxia va
deveni parte integrala din viata americana, copiii nostri si con-
vertitii o vor considera ceva importat, la fel cu budismul sau ma-
homedanismul. Intrebarea este, cum putem si separim ortodoxia
din America de “interesele” ei romanesti, rusesti sau siriene si sa
ajutdm noile generatii si pe cei convertiti sd asocieze ortodoxia
cu propriile lor interese si sd se lupte pentru mantuirea poporului
American. Cultura si traditiile noastre nationale nu au nimic de-a
face cu ortodoxia in America. Desigur ele sunt necesare la fel
cum au fost necesare in tarile de origind, dat tara asta are alta
limba, alte traditii si alte obiceiuri.

Numai atunci cand tineretul din America va realiza care este
destinul lor national prin credinta ortodoxa, vom putea afirma
ca avem o Biserica Ortodoxa Americana. La fel ca si In tarile
ortodoxe, Biserica ortodoxa din America trebuie sd ia parte la
problemele majore ale acestei natiuni. Aceste probleme includ,
politica, economie, avort, ecologie, divort, sex, integrare rasiala,
etc. Totul trebuie sa fie impregnat cu o viziune ortodoxa, deoarece
de asta depinde mantuirea acestei natiuni. Poate ca protestantilor
nu le pasa. Ei privesc religia ca o afacere personald deoarece ei
nu inteleg ca Biserica este trupul mistic al lui Hristos. De fapt ei
nu sunt considerati o bisericd. Ei sunt doar o directie spirituald a
crestindtdtii. Dar din punct de vedere ortodox, tot este important,
deoarece tot contribuie la mantuirea sau condamnarea intregii
comunitati.

Apelez astfel la patriotismul dumneavoastra. Un bun ortodox
isi iubeste tara. Sa nu ne fie teama ca Biserica ortodoxa din Ame-
rica este mica. O Biserica nationala nu este una cu cei mai multi
membri, ci una care se identifica cu istoria si destinul poporului.
Cu toate cd istoria acestei tari nu a inceput odatd cu venirea or-




22

WINTER 2025

todoxiei, exista Tnsa multe valori 1n istoria Americii care trebuie
considerate. Perioada indiana si cea protestanta trebuie privite
ca preparatoare. Tot ceea ce este bun din trecut trebuie pastrat
si transfigurat deoarece ortodoxia este transfigurarea lumii prin
interventia Duhului Sfant.

Sa ne amintim de profetia lui Daniel cd fiecarei natiuni i s-a
dat un inger care sa o protejeze si sa o apere. Ca buni patrioti, sa
ne Intrebam cine este ingerul pazitor al poporului american. Cu
sigurantd Dumnezeu le-a dat si lor un inger pazitor.

Sa nu ne fie teama ca grupurile etnice 1n tara asta se imputinea-
74 sau copiii nostri vor fi asimilati. Asta este o lege divinad. Nu pu-
tem nici sa o fortdm si nici sd o oprim. Dacd ne opunem adaptarii
Bisericii ortodoxe in tara asta, impunind limba sau cultura noas-
trd, nu lucram dupa voia lui Dumnezeu. Regret ca dupa aproape
doud sute de ani ne-am straduit sd ne pastram traditiile etnice in
tara asta, si pentru aceiasi perioadd de timp am umplut bisericile
ne-ortodoxe cu copiii si nepotii nostri. Nu credeti ca este timpul
sd ne convingem de necesitatea unei Biserici ortodoxe americane.
Si de ce sa insistdm asupra unor lucruri care nu sunt esentiale?
Daca, sper exemplu, un roman este considerat un bun ortodox
pentru cd manancad miel la Paste, atunci si un american poate fi
un bun ortodox chiar daca mananca la Paste ouad si sunca si canta
Hristos a Inviat in limba engleza. Nu credeti ci este timpul si fim
profund convinsi de necesitatea unei Biserici americane?

Pare cd suntem preocupati in adundrile noastre cu nivelul de
educatie Ortodoxad 1n aceasta tard. De aceea doresc sd Tmi ex-
prim grija despre acest lucru. Imi este teama ci tineretul nos-
tru, dar mai ales noii imigranti, devin americani in mod gre-
sit. Intr-un pasaj faimos, George Orwell a spus: ”Noi suntem
sclavii societatii noastre tehnologice, care ne hrineste patimile
cu reclame electronice: mananca asta; imbracd asta; doreste-ti
asta. Desigur, suntem eliberati: fericiti sexual, educati, etc. Nu
conteaza ce fel de educatie. Suntem sanatosi, instariti si intelepti.
Pacatuim trupeste fara fricd, mancam fara si fim obezi, traim fara
lacrimi. Pentru fiecare durere o pastila. Tranchilizante ca sa de-
pasim angoasele, pastile care sd ne dea energie, pastile care sa
ne asigure fericita sterilitate”. (Acest citat este o parafraza a lui
George Orwell in articolul /984 Revisited de Malcom Mugge-
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ridge, care a aparut in volumul intitulat ”Prose as Experience”,
(Proza ca experientd), Ed. T. Altshiler, M. McDonough, and A.J.
Roth, pg .5, Houghton Mifflin co., Boston, MA, 1966).

Biserica ortodoxa in aceasta tara nu trebuie s devind america-
na in felul acesta. Fereasca Dumnezeu! Daca acceptam astfel de
pozitii morale in familiile noastre ortodoxe, nu vom avea conver-
titi, pentru cd, cel putin ce inteleg eu acum, poporul american nu
este fericit, ci cauta o noua spiritualitate.

In concluzie, in primul rand, a fi American inseamna a te
identifica cu destinul acestei natiuni si a lucra pentru mantuirea
poporului ei. Totul trebuie sd fie patruns de o viziune ortodoxa,
transfigurata si prezentatd din perspectiva ortodoxa. Asta include,
limba, obiceiurile si stilul de viata. In al doilea rind nu vrem si
devenim americani intr-un mod negativ, adoptand aspecte ale
vietil americane care in general sunt considerate periculoase, nu
numai pentru méantuire, dar si pentru viata sociala. In final, daca
ludm in consideratie ca Occidentul a pierdut contactul cu traditia
Bisericii si cu Sfintii Parinti, noi nu introducem in America nimic
nou. Noi facem numai un apel de intoarcere la principiile nealte-
rabile si fundamentale ale Bisericii adevarate despre care Hristos
a spus: ”Nici portile iadului nu o vor birui” (Matei 16:18).

Pr Roman Braga
Conferinta Catechetica, Detroit, August 1975.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS CONCERT

The Byzantine Choir of St George Church
Toronto, Canada

Following Divine Liturgy and Lunch

SATURDAY DECEMBER 27
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FEAST OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
2025
Wednesday, Dec. 24  Royal Hrs,Typica 6:30 am
Eve of Nativity Vesperal
Liturgy of St Basil 8:00 am
Vigil Service 6:00 pm

Thursday, Dec.25 Akathist & Hours 9:00 am
Nativity of the Lord Liturgy of St. John 10:00 am

Vigil Service 6:00 pm
Friday, Dec. 26 Akathist & Hours 9:00 am
Sinaxis of the MPOV Liturgy of St. John  10:00 am
Vigil 6:00 pm

Saturday, Dec. 27 Akathist & Hours 8:00 am
Protomartyr Stephen Liturgy of St. John 9:00 am

Sunday, Dec. 31 Vigil Service 6:00 pm
Thanksgiving Service 11:30 pm
2026

Thursday, Jan. 1 Akathist & Hours 9:00 am

Circ. Of our Lord Liturgy of St. Basil 10:00 am

Monday, Jan. 5 Royal Hours, Typica 6:30 am
Vesperal

Liturgy of St. Basil and
Blessing of Water 8:00 am

Vigil Service 6:00 pm
Tuesday, Jan. 6 Akathist & Hours 8:00 am
Theophany Liturgy of St. John & Great

Blessing of Water 9:00 am




